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‘Penat bersih
rumah belum
hilang, air

kembali naik’

Sepang: “Penat membersihkan
rumah masih belum hilang dan
Subuh tadi (semalam), banjir
berlaku lagi,” kata Norfadila Si-
long, penduduk Kampung Gin-
cing, Salak Tinggi, dekat sini,
yang rumahnya dilanda banjir
sejak dua hari lalu.

Norfadila, 40, berkata hujan le-
bat pada waktu Subuh semalam
menyebabkan air sungai melim-
pah dan memasuki rumahnya
serta beberapa rumah penduduk
lain.

Katanya, sejak dua hari lalu,
air sungai melimpah ke halaman
rumahnya dan ibunya susulan
ban pecah di sungai berdekatan
kampung akibat tidak dapat me-
nampung air deras.

“Saya dan keluarga baru sele-
sai membersihkan rumah sema-
lam (kelmarin) dan belum sam-
pai 12 jam, air kembali meme-
nuhi halaman serta dalam ru-
mah kami. Air naik setinggi 0.3
meter di halaman rumah menye-
babkan lebih banyak barangan
elektrik dan perabot rosak,” ka-
tanya.
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Green-thumbed folk benefit from enzymes collected by MBP)J

By SHEILA SRI PRIYA

com.my

sheilasripriy

PETALING Jaya City Council
(MBP]) has been championing
green living through various
means, including its Smart P]
Waste Solution Lab in $52.

Last year, the three-year-old lab
— previously a waste chamber —
produced 182,000 litres of waste
enzymes.

In conjunction with the city’s
14th anniversary this year, MBP]

has channelled 110 litres of waste
enzymes to its waste solution lab
for the henefit of Petaling Jaya
residents.

Waste collected from the food
court and market in this bustling
business area is converted into
compost and enzymes.

MBP] gathers 600 tonnes of
waste a day and food comprising
295.8 tonnes.

The lab uses a system called
anaerobic digestion. This
consists of a series of biological

processes in which microorgan-
isms break down biodegradable
material without the use of
oxygen.

The $52 Smart P] Waste Solution
Lab has the capacity to process
two tonnes of organic waste a
day.

Resident Shanti Rao, 69, said she
had been composting food waste
for the past four years. She took
some enzymes from the lab to use
in her garden.

“It takes about five months for

the compost to be ready for use as
fertiliser in my garden,

“1 place a lot of bricks on my
compost bins to prevent the smell
of rotting food from escaping and
this has been effective.

“I am also actively involved in
plant exchange activity in my
neighbourhood.

“We give away our extra plants
and keep ourselves occupied nur-
turing new ones,” said Shanti.

Another resident, Christine
Chong, 58, said she had a small

garden to grow some edible
plants.

“My potted plants get fruit pulp
and peel from the kitchen.

“I do some recycling and 1 feel
this is the least [ can do for the
environment,” said Chong.

Meanwhile, resident
Paramasivam Muthiah, 64,
grows plants such as papaya,
lime and sugarcane.

“A lot of my green practices are
those I learnt from my parents,”
he said.
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A villager uses a narrow wall ledge as a dry path to his home in Kampung Labu Lanjut that was inundated by floods. (Right) Dewan Orang Ramai

Kampung Labu Lanjut is one of the flood evacuation centres.

Double whammy
for Sepang village

Kampung Labu Lanjut hit by floods after
discovery of Covid-19 cluster there

By GRACE CHEN
gracechen@thestar.com.my

KAMPUNG Labu Lanjut in
Sepang, where a new cluster of
five Covid-19 cases was detected,
suffered another blow when
floods hit the village on June 20.

Village head Damarulan Hassim
said residents were not worried
about the new cluster as all those
who tested positive were undergo-
ing treatment at Hospital Serdang.

“We are more upset with the
damage caused by the floods,” he
said.

While the villagers realised that
the problem was caused by the vil-
lage being located in a low-lying
area, he said property owners of
newly developed housing areas
nearby were also affected.

They said water levels rose at
about 10am during heavy rain on
Saturday, and worsened in the
afternoon after the bund at Sungai
Labu collapsed. The currents were
fast flowing.

Eight members of Sepang
Municipal Council’s Squad Pantas
responded to the emergency call.
No casualties were reported. “I
was there when the water was just
ankle-deep. Within 30 minutes, it
rose up to my knees and at about
1pm, the water rose to waist
level,” said councillor Hazimun
Rahman.

Areas affected in Labu Lanjut

were Taman Salak Budi as well as
Taman Dataran Abadi 2 and 6.

Other villages affected were
Kampung Salak and Kampung
Giching. In Kampung Labu Lanjut,
57 villagers were evacuated and
are now taking shelter at two
relief centres in Dewan Orang
Ramai Kampung Baru Lanjut and
Sekolah Rendah Agama Labu
Lanjut.

Due to the current Covid-19 pan-

demic, Hazimun said four-person
tents were provided by the
Welfare Department, placed 1m
apart to ensure physical distanc-
ing.
Flood victims were also
screened for fever before entering
the shelters. “A recquest was made
to disinfect the public toilets to
protect the well-being of families

taking shelter at the centres,” said
Hazimun.

The floods caused 200 people to
seek shelter at four evacuation
centres.

Two are at Balai Raya Kampung
Giching and Balai Raya Kampung
Salak. The number of evacuees at
these centres would have been
higher if some residents had not
sought shelter at hotels and homes
of relatives.

Damarulan urged the state gov-
ernment to look into upgrades for
the area’s culvert system.

“When I stepped into the post in
2010, the population was less than
1,400 people with oil palm estates
surrounding the area.

“Now, these have made way
for housing estates. Stormwater
run-off from the new properties

has increased.

The old culvert system can no
longer sustain the current popula-
tion, which has grown by tenfold,”
he said. Hazimun, who is the Labu
area councillor, said flooding was
a frequent problem.

“Six incidents of flood have
occurred in two years.

“One contributing factor is the
Sungai Labu bund that has col-
lapsed no less than four times.
“Formed out of earth, it cannot
withstand pressure from rising
water levels and swift current,”
said Hazimun.He added that the
matter was brought to the atten-
tion of Selangor public infrastruc-
ture and facility, agricultural mod-
ernisation and agro-based indus-
try executive councillor Izham
Hashim.
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REOPENING OF MARKETS
Kuala Langat Municipal Council has
allowed three weekly night markets in
the municipality to resume operation
this week — Pasar Malam Banting
every Monday (3pm to 8pm), Pasar
Malam Tanjung Sepat every Tuesday
(3pm to 8pm) and Pasar Malam BSP
every Wednesday (3pm to 8pm).
Traders must register and obtain
approval from the council.
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BADMINTON COURT REOPENS
Sabak Bernam District Council has
reopened its badminton court to the
public for rental. Maximum of 12 peo-
ple are allowed at a time. Visitors must
scan the QR code via the Selangkah
system before entry. Children below
13 are not allowed. For details, visit
http:/www.mdsb.gov.my/ms
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Adam Mukhriz Mohd Muhayeddin
-

Konon kerana gambar bekas SUPOL Tun M, Abu Bakar Yahya Aby
dikatakan Tun M bertemu dengan Azmin dan Hishamuddin. Memang
disahkan oleh pegawai pengiring tak ada pertemuan sama ada rasmi
atau tak. Tun M pergi Langkawi pun secara last minutes. Spekulasi
bahawa Tun M ada plan bercuti dengan Azmin adalah tak benar sama
sekali
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